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Honorable Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 



In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, the attention of the 
Patent and Trademark Office is hereby directed to the documents listed on the attached form 
PTO-1449. Applicants respectfully request that the documents be expressly considered during 
the prosecution of this application, and that the documents be made of record therein and appear 
among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom, or that the documents be at least 
placed in the file so that they become part of the application record. 

The references listed on sheet 1 of Form PTO-1449 were cited by or submitted to the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office in parent application Serial No. 09/794,386, filed February 28, 
2001, which is relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 USC § 120. Copies of these 
references are not attached under 37 CFR 1.98(d). Please note that U.S. 6,219,628 and U.S. 
6,205,407, cited in the PCT search report for Serial No. 09/794,386, were cited in the Office 
Action dated June 5, 2002. 



l 



In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(c) and (e), Applicants certify that U.S. 5,892,900 and 
U.S. 6,219,626 were first cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this information disclosure 
statement. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97(g) and (h), the filing of this IDS should not be 
construed as a representation that a search had been made or that information cited is, or is 
considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R.§ 1.56 (b), or that any cited 
document listed or attached is (or constitutes) prior art. Unless otherwise indicated, the date of 
publication indicated for an item is taken from the face of the item, and Applicants reserve the 
right to prove that the date of publication is in fact different. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge any deficiency in any fees pursuant to 37 CFR 
§1.17 associated with this communication and to credit any excess payment to Deposit Account 
No. 08-0219. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Hale and Dorr LLP 
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Registration No. 42,488 
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